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Kerri Shying is of Wiradjuri/Chinese family, her books are sing out when you want 
me (Five Islands/ASM/Cerberus) Elevensies (Puncher & Wattman) and upcoming 
in December Knitting Mangrove Roots (Five Islands/ASM/Cerberus). She used to 
write for Users' News. 


Ian C Smith writes in the Gippsland Lakes region of Victoria, and on Flinders 
Island, Tasmania. His work has appeared in Australian Poetry Journal, Eureka 
Street, Four W, Landscapes, Poetry New Zealand, Shaping the Fractured Self 
(UWAP) and Southerly. His seventh book is wonder sadness madness joy 
(Ginninderra, 2014). 


Beth Spencer’s books include Vagabondage (UWAPublishing), The Party of 
Life (Flying Islands) and How to Conceive of a Girl (Random House). She has won 
or been shortlisted for a number of awards, and this year is a finalist for the 
Carmel Bird Digital Award for The Age of Fibs. www.bethspencer.com


Linda Stevenson is a poet/painter living in Frankston, Melbourne. Recent writing 
has appeared in literary journals such as Bluepepper, The Blue Nib, Eureka Street, 
and a chapbook The Tipping Point was published in 2015 by Blank Rune Press. 


Sarah St Vincent Welch is known for her lawless mind and spirit, and for chalking 
her poetry on the footpaths at arts festivals. Her chapbook Open was published 
this year by Rochford St Press and is available at https://rochfordpress.com/
open-by-sarah-st-vincent-welch/ She hails from Canberra and Sydney, and writes 
at sarahstvincentwelch.com 


Fernanda Tapia is a Chilean traveller in Australia. Writing since always, in Chile 
published the collective zine Pena Huacha with Moda y Pueblo Editorial (2018) 
and the autopublished zine Bloc de notas with Capital Humano Tecnologías 
(2019). Nowadays is starting to write in English and experimenting with 
embroidery, internet art and poetry. 


Samantha Trayhurn is a writer based on the Central Coast of New South Wales. 
Her work has appeared in Westerly, Overland, LiNQ Journal, Hecate, and others. 
She is the creator and editor of Pink Cover ZIne. 


Ali Whitelock’s and my heart crumples like a coke can is published by Wakefield 
Press with a forthcoming UK edition by Polygon, Edinburgh. Her memoir was 
launched to critical acclaim in Australia and the UK in 2009 and her 2nd collection 
will be published by Wakefield in December 2019. www.aliwhitelock.com


Anne Walsh has been shortlisted twice for the ACU Prize in Literature; the 
Newcastle Poetry Prize. Work has been published in Cordite, Mascara, Canberra 
Times, Backstory, Other Terrain, Verity La, Poem & Dish, FemAsia, Not Very Quiet, 
Monologue Adventure, Glimmer Train (U.S.). Books: I Love Like a Drunk Does 
(Ginninderra Press, 2009), Intact (Flying Island Books, 2017).


 “There is something about a bureaucrat that does not like a 
poem” 
Gore Vidal 


I think it was the second or third time that I’d failed probation 
in the Public Service, that my dear friend Sarah St Vincent 
Welch commented: “no matter how hard we try, they always 
sniff us out”.  


These pages are filled with the poems, musings, and images 
of lawless souls who have similarly been “sniffed out”. These 
subversive scribblings and raw offerings are lawless in 
different ways – in theme, in form, in composition. These 
works flaunt conventions, resist the sanitised, explode the 
bureaucratic.  


Co-editing this issue with Sam Trayhurn has been an exciting 
and invigorating project. Repeatedly, I have been awed by the 
quirkiness, confidence and quality of the lawless works that 
have made their way into this edition. In some works, the spirit 
of anarchy, revolution, and criminality permeates the pages. In 
others, the lawless speak of darkness and dreaming, of bones 
and bullets. To all the contributors – a huge thank you for 
journeying with me on this lawless adventure into the zone of 
the Pink Cover Zine. 


Working with Sam has been an absolute pleasure as she has 
mentored me through the zine creating process with 
enthusiasm, generosity and patience. Thank you Sam – I hope 
that we can collaborate again together some time. 


In lawlessness, 

Kristen de Kline  



Originally from Ireland, Anne Casey is an award-winning Sydney-based poet/
writer, and author of two collections published by Salmon Poetry. Her work is 
widely published internationally and ranks in The Irish Times ‘Most-Read’. 25+ 
years in publishing, she is Senior Poetry Editor of Other Terrain and Backstory 
journals (Swinburne University, Melbourne).


Natalia Bennet is an artist currently living in the UK. She works mostly in ink, 
watercolour and gouache. She expresses concepts such as mental health issues 
and stigma. From time to time she dabbles in fan art ranging from Alice in 
Wonderland to Freddie Mercury. instagram: @n.c.bennett


Elsie Karoline loves to write fiction but rarely finds the time. In the manner of 
her Viking ancestors, travel and the immersion of herself in new places are her 
passions. In daylight hours, she is an academic who teaches literature. At night 
she dances under the stars in a wild rumpus. 


Nick Chłopicki is currently completing his Honours in Creative Writing at the 
University of Wollongong. Nick has publications in Porridge, Lite Lit One, 
Marrickville Pause, Subbed In, APL's digital chapbook 'Tell me Like You Mean 
It', and has written a short-play called ‘Luvstuff’, staged as part of DIY. He 
currently resides in North Wollongong.


Christopher (Kit) Kelen is a well-known Australian poet, and Emeritus Professor 
of English at the University of Macau, where he taught Creative Writing and 
Literature for many years. The most recent of Kelen’s dozen English language 
volumes is Poor Man’s Coat�Hardanger Poems, published by UWAP in 2018.    


Kristen de Kline (aka Kristen Davis) is a Melbourne writer who has published 
poetry and ficto-criticism in a range of publications including Pink Cover Zine, 
Press: 100 Love Letters, Have Your Chill, Southerly, TEXT, Cultural Studies 
Review and Continuum. She writes about (not) loving, leaving, crime scenes, 
Lawless Road, and Vince and Velvet. 


Wes Lee lives in New Zealand. She has two collections of poetry, Shooting 
Gallery (Steele Roberts, 2016), and a pamphlet Body, Remember (Eyewear 
Publishing, 2017). Her poetry has appeared in Westerly, Australian Poetry 
Journal, Cordite, Poetry London, among others. Most recently she was awarded 
the Poetry New Zealand Prize 2019 by Massey University Press.


Richard Mudford has been living and working in Melbourne for quite some 
time. He is an Australian citizen due to bureaucratic shenanigans too complex 
and tedious to go into here. It's funny how things work out.


Rob Schackne was born in New York, and lived in many countries until Australia 
finally took him in. He was a Foreign Expert EFL teacher in China for many years. 
There were some extreme sports once; now he plays (mostly) respectable chess 
and pool. He likes taking photographs. Some days he thinks there is nothing 
easy about the Tao.
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